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If they advance me Hor this —— 0 if not, | 
let thoſe who ſhould reward Valour bear the A 
Sin on their own Heads. I Ds fy 
+ Shakeſpear's Henry IV. 
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MINIST ER 


been a Subject of Cl 
plaint, that THE FREE- 


and many People have pretended. to 
conclude from thence, that the Li- 


berty of the Nation .euas. in Dunger . 


but the Multitude of Calumnies with 
which it hourly groans, are ſo many 


undeniable Teſtimonies that this 
Outcry 1s rais'd without the ſmalleſt 
A 2 Foun- 


'T 4 for Gans Time bolt 


Dou OF THE PRESS HAS 
BEEN /GREATLY., RESTRAIND; 


n 

Foundation: Libels of all ſorts are 
daily publiſh'a; and Iam forry to ſay, 
that no other Writings are — 5 


ble to the provur: Taſte. 


iſe Conduct of the Miniſtry 
| is, 1 7 ſo apparent in all their 
; Proceedings, that nothing but Spleen 
and Diſſaffection can tempt any Per- 
ſon to murmur: And, as it ſeems to be 
the Mode to attack a certain Great 
Man, whoſe diſtinguiſh dAbilities have 
juſtly rais'd him from the Ops cu- 
RITY of his Birth, to the moſt El&- 
vated Station in the Kingdom, in 
which exalted Sphere he Ras ac- 
quitted himſelf with ſuch diſinte- 
reſted Zeal for the publick Welfare, 
that I think it my Duty, as an honeſt 
Man, and a loyal Subject, to vindi- 
cate his Adminiſtration (ſo unjuſtly 
cavill'd at) to the World; and, as 
far as in me lies, to e cordiim 
Aſperſions which have been induſtri- 
_ oully 


_oully- "WAY in ks to render him 
obnoxious to _ n d eit ond: 
©; * m ih to hid > utter 
Stranger to he M----r ; L have nei- 
ther Place nor Penſion, ner do I hope 
for either ; I would therefore defire 


my Readers if I have any) to reſt 


aſſured, that nothing but Truth in- 
fluences my Pen, in this Endeavour 
to ſhew him in a true Light, to the 
End that Virtue may receive due 
Praiſe, and by this means become an 
F to all enſuing M. -s to 
follow ſo great and laudable an Ex- 
1 


As the Treaty with Spain, is ; the 

| 910 Topic of Converſation, and 
the M---r's Deſire to preſerve Peace, 
at 8 rate, is ſo keenly inveigh'd a- 
gainſt, by thoſe who wiſh to ſee all 
Things 2 d to a State of Anarchy 
and Confuſion, I am call'd upon more 
immediately to defend his Meaſures 
in 


(3 


in this particular than any other; and 
tho this be a Task which requires 


uncommon skill, yet, ſince thoſe who 
are beſt qualified for it, ſeem univer- 


fally to decline it, unable as 1 am, 
I will gs le.. 8 


1 ſhall, in the firſt Thin, Mins 


fore, enumerate the Qualities Which 
are requiſite to conſtitute a wiſe and 
able Stateſman; and then I ſhall 
proceed to prore that, our preſent | 
glorious M. r is fully endued with 
every Virtue neceſſary for the proper 


Diſcharge of that important Truſt. 


I believe it will be e 


ed, that our holy Religion ought 
to infldence thoſe who 3 the Con 
duct of Affairs in their Power; and 
that they ſhould labour to ſhew 


themſelves good Chriſtians, as well 
as ſound Politicians; and that the 


M----r has done this. I ſhall make 


appear beyond all. Poſſibility of Diſ- 


pute. | A 


— 


can provoke him; nay, he would 
rather all his C ountrymen ſhould ſuf- 


A wok el k. Fer af Mxzx- 
NESS, and a patient bearing af Injus 


? 


ries, are. Duties molt ſtrongly re- 


commended to us in the Goſpel ; and 
75177 in this Reſpect, our preſent 
pious M. r has exceeded all who 


ever yet appeared on the great Thea- 


tre of the World, and perhaps no 


future Age may ever produce an 
equal Pattern of Patience and For- 
bearance; no Inſults, no. Aﬀrants, 


fer the utmoſt Diſgrace, and himſelf 
be accuſed of Puſillanimity, than he 
would, by any means, violate this 


Command, or wake the Heeping 


Sword of horrid War. 


a, 


A 8 of Revenge has fy ; 


been looked upon as an Inſtance of 
a narrow) Mind; and that it is more 


noble to forgive an Injury, than to 
re ſent it, every- body muſt acknow- 
ledge : 


(5) 


ledge - We then become ſuperior to 
our Enemies, by having it in our 
Power to pardon them. What Thanks 
then are due to him who has thus 
exalted BRITANNIA above her Foes? 


Let all Nations do their worlt, . they 
ſhall find, upon Trial, that *tis im- 


poſſible for them to commit any Of- 


fence, which ſhe will not readily, 


and eaſily, forgive. 


The next Quality to be deſired in 


a M — -r is, that he ſhould have a 


true Affection for the People, and 
ſtudy their Preſervation and Intereſt”; 


and ſurely theSons of Britain have all 
imaginable Reaſon to believe that 
nothing is dearer to the M r than 


their Safety. To this Conſideration 


he chuſes to ſacrifice all others, and 
rather impoveriſh the whole Nation, 
than expoſe any part of them to the 


Danger of thoſe terrible Engines of 
Deſtruction, Cannon, | Sword, Fire, 


Sc. And why do People repine at 


this ? 


| 
| 
I 
| 
| 


: 
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— 
this? What wiſe Man would not wh 
ther loſe his Money than his Life ? 


Certainly he muſt be ſordidly ava- 


ritious, who would heſitate in the 
Choice; ſince, according to the WISE 

SAN cho, there is a Remedy to be 
found for every Thing but Death. 


And that the Mr has a true 
Regard for their Intereſt, as well as 
their Safety, appears plainly by the 
Treaty with Hain; for, was it not 
ſtipulated in the Convention (ſo much 
exclaimed againſt) that the San 
King ſhould give our Merchants the 


Sumof Ninety-five Thouſand Pounds, 
as a Compenſation for their Loſſes; 


indeed he did not keep his Pfui 


-===well----but is that the M---<-r's 
Fault? No certainly and I dare 


ſwear he heartily wiſhes that Monarch 


had ſtood to his Bargain. Tis true, 


ſome Perſons pretended to foretel, that 


this would be the Caſe; but can any- 
body blame a n for not haying 


B the 
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the Gift of PROPHECY, or a Power 
of FOREKNOWING FUTURE E— 
VENTS? A Man is but a Man, 
however dignified ; and this EXTRA“ 
ORDINARY PENETRATION is not 
every-body's Talent; befides, Sp a- 
NISH HONOUR is ſo notoriouſly 
known, that 1t would have been a 
Degree of Profanation to have doubt- 
- A. e 


I am not at all ſurprized that the 
M r ſhould expect univerſal Ap- 
plauſe, inſtead of Reproaches, when 
he had brought ſo wonderful a 
Scheme to bear, as that of making 
the Spaniards conſent to pay us back 
almoſt a fourth Part of what they 
had robbed us of. Thoſe who are in 
the leaſt acquainted with the Cha- 
racter of that Nation, (who ſcarce 

thirſt more for Blood than Gold) 
will hardly be induced to give Credit 
to this amazing Piece of Condeſcen- 
tion in them. This, in my Mind, is 
a 


cn) 


2 Prodigy! How great a Politician 


muſt he then be acknowledged, who 
has been able, almoſt, to effect Im- 


The Mr, who has experienced 
the Power of Money, and what a 
Change in Sentiments a Portion of it, 
happily applied, often produces, 
had Reaſon to believe the Convention 
would give intire Satisfaction to his 
Countrymen for all Affronts and 
Loſſes whatſoever by them ſuſtained; 
but he finds ſome People are reſolved 

uever to be ſatisfied. Who then can 


wonder, in that moſt elaborate Ora- 


tion wherewitk he opened the Con- 
vention, to find him cry out in Sur- 
prize, What would the People have ? 
What can they defire more than has 
been obtained for them? What, in- 
deed ! When he had procured them 
the Promiſe of ſome Money, and 
preſerved them in whole Skins; but 
who can help Ingratitudes?? 

Tx —- It 


\ 


( 12 ) 


It will, e bs: objected by 
ſome Malecontents, that the Barba- 
rities permitted to bi exerciſed with 
Impunity on our Sailors, did not ſo 
much teſtify that Affection, which I 
hope I have, by this Time, convinced 
them the M---r has to their Perſons. 
To this I anſwer, That a true Pa- 
triot has nothing ſo much at Heart, 
as the Good of the Publick; to this 
glorious Spirit many W devoted 
their Intereſt, nay, their Offspring, 
and acquired immortal Reputation 

by ſo doing. With what Front then 
can theſe People preſume to cenſure 
the M----r? If he chuſes rather to 
let a few ſlovenly Maſters of Ships, 
and dirty Sailors, fall Victims to the 
Rage of their Enemies, than expoſe 
to Hazard all thoſe wall-dreſled Of- 
ficers, and glitterring Troops, whom 
the Nation ſupports for Entertain- 
ment, for their ſplendid Appearance 
on every Review Day. 


The 


(13) 


Ihe Deſtruction of the Spaniſh 
Fleet in the Reign of Queen Eliza- 

beth, and under the Adminiſtration 

of Burkigh, is perpetually trumped 
up by the Enemies of Tranquility; 
but as our Mr has himſelf obſerved, 
their Defeat was more owing to a 
Tempeſt, than to the Wiſdom of the 
Queen, or her Miniſtry: And in a 
Medal ſtruck on the Occaſion, this 


pious Princeſs gives the Glory entire- 


ly to Gop. Now, were I worthy 
of being liſtened to, I would adviſe 
the People of England to fit. quietly 
down, and, if the Spaniards. ſhould 
be ſo hardy as to invade us, even 
then to make no Buſtle about war- 
like Preparations, but leave them 
to the Winds and Rocks, who, ten 
to one, may do their Buſineſs for 
us, atleaſt I think, conſidering the 
Piety of the preſent Age, and in par- 
ticular of thoſe who are at the 
Head of Affairs, we have all the 
; Reaſon 


| 
| 
| 
|. 
| 
ö 
| 


miraculous Preſervation. 


C 14 ) 


Reaſon in the World to expect a 


TI know fave diſcontented People 


will be apt to ſuggeſt, that we have 
no ſuch remarkable Succeſs to make 


us imagine ourſelves the Favourites 
of Heaven: Such Perſons ought not 


to be liſtened to; we know very well 


they only talk becauſe they are out 


of Place; but were ſome of them 
called to the Helm, they would 

quickly change their Note, and, it 
may be, preſent us with a very dif- 

ferent Face of Affairs. I could almoſt 
wiſh the Trial were made, if it were 
only for Experiment fake, 


- There is a Liſt annexed 10 a 
Pamphlet, intitled, The Politict 
Clab of all thoſe Gentlemen who voted 


for and againſt the Convention ; by 
which it appears, that moſt of the 


Members who approved of it, were 


ſuch as had Places at Court, Pen- 


ſions, 


„„ 
fions, Commands in the Army, Sc. 
Which, it is maliciouſly inſinuated, 
might influence their Voices againſt 
their Conſciences: But this plainly 
appears to be a groundleſs Suggeſtion, 
ſince, undoubtedly, were a M---r to 
chuſe his Tools, he would take care, 
if he had any Judgment, to have 
ſuch as were beſt adapted to his 
Purpoſe, good Heads, and eloquent 
Tongues, he would ſecure, let the 
Hearts be never ſo corrupted ; but, 
by the Speeches on the Occaſion, it 
is evident that theſe Gentlemen were 
remarkably defective in thoſe neceſ- 
ſary Accompliſhments. This, to me, 
is a Demonſtration that their Inte- 
grity alone recommended them to 
his Favour, as well as to the Poſts 
which they ſo honourably fill. 


The Gentlemen on the other Side o, 


the Queſtion, are, I confeſs, Maſters 
of an elegant Stile, and a clear Me- 
thod of Reaſoning; and by that 


means 


(16) 


means have made the moſt of their 


Cauſe ; and I am the more inclined 
to pronounce it a wrong one, ſince 
they were unſucceſsful ; for how was 


it poſſible that Truth, ſo powerfully 


enforced, ſhould fail of carrying Con- 


viction into the Minds « of ſuch wks 


8 Auditors 7 


There is vet another Reaſon to 
-idice all unprejudiced Perſons to 
believe that Peace was, at this Junc- 
ture, more eligible for us than War ; 


and that is, that the Majority of 
the Pes were for it. They can't 


be ſuppoſed to act from ſecular 


Views; their Contempt for worldly 
6 is too well known to ad- 
mit of a Doubt. Their departing, 
therefore, from their uſual 8s AN- 
GUINE PRINCIPLES could proceed 
from no other Source, but that they 
were convinced it was for the pub- 


lick Good, a Thing they have always 


extreamly endeayour d to promote. 
Some 


(17) 


Some few of them, indeed, diſ- 
ſented from the general Opinion, but 
they, and their antiquated Notions, 


will, I hope, be treated as all honeſt 
Men with. 


And having thus far, and, I think, 
beyond all Contradiction, vindicated 
the Honour of the M-=--r in this 
important Point, I proceed now to 
anſwer ſome trifling Objections which 


are made to ſome other Parts of his 
Conduct. 


And, firſt, it is alledged, That he 
ſeeksrto aggrandize his own Family, 
at the Expence of the Publick, by 
putting his Relations into all Offices 
of Truft and Profit, without duly 

conſidering whether they are qualifi- 
ed for a proper Diſcharge of their 
reſpective Employments ; and this is 
_ deemed to be a Diſcouragement to 

the Merit of thaſe who have not the 
C Ho- 


TW) 

Honour to be akin to him, as well 
as a manifeſt Injury to the Nation: 
But, as 1 have before aſſerted the 
Religion of the M----r, fo I muſt 
once more tell thoſe troubleſbme 
Gentry, that, tho' this Accuſation 
were true, he has Scripture Autho- 
rity to ſupport him ; for we are ex- 

preſly told, He 15 55 rſe than an In- 
Adel who 5 not provide for his own ; 
and conſequently the more amply ke 
provides for them, the better Chriſ- 
tian he ought to be eſteemed. ; 


In the next Place it is apparent, that 
all the Kindred 6f this Great Man 
eminently p artake of his S piritHand 
that each i them fill that Station 
with the ſame HowoUuR, INTEGRI1- 
Ty, and UpkiGHTNEss, which are 


1 conſpicuous in all the Actions of 
the M----r. fs. Js | ; T F 155 Q 


11189ʃ91 
For WRIT tHe” HonourabIeFIl:- 
8588 Embaſſador Extraordinary and 
Plenipo, 


(19) 
Plenipo, has he not behaved himſelf 
in that high Character with ſuitable 
Dignity and Addreſs? Witneſs our 
many glorious Alliances Abroad, and 
our preſent flouriſhing ne ee of 
Commerce; all affected by his skilful 
Negociation with foreign Courts, 
not to mention his eaſy Elocution, 
and ready Clearneſs of expreſſing him- 
ſelf on 4 moſt difficult Points, for 
5 which he can never be ſufficiently 
wondered at. What Hongur. has he 
not procured ſog the Brit tifh, Nation p 
And how noble ap Idea muſt the 
Potentates of Eur e conceive of our 
auguſt M---ch,, from ſo. worthy a 
Repreſentative of his Greatneſs In 
tort, were I to enumerate all his 
Perfections, and the Adyantages he 
has happily obtained for the King- 
do I ſhould : ſwell this Pamphlet 
TY Folio, and yet her too ſoon. 
a1qgs Cie loc 0 
The next. ; ver Ba who comes es 
dur Conſidgration, 18 the eldeſt Son 
uiid "POS of 


„„ 
of the M- r, The Right Honourable 
the Eord W—, a Nobleman juſtly 
diſtinguiſhed for the Elegance of his 
Taſte, and univerſal Knowledge in 
all Arts and Sciences. His Delicacy 
and Politeneſs ſhine conſpicuouſly in 
the Choice of his ingenious Compa- 
nions, as well as in his genteel Ad- 
dreſs, and noble Manner of living, 
both in Town and Country. He 1s 
ſo compleatly a fine Gentleman, that 
de who ſhould pretend to rival him in 
any Excellence, muſt have a large 
cn or "Vans 2” 5 = 
Mr. E W---, Clerk of the P---, 
1s of ſo munificent a Temper, that 
what is given to him is, in Effect, 
beſtowed to relieve the Diſtreſſed: 
His Charity is ſo extenſive, that, 
notwithſtanding the Largeneſs of his 
Income, he is a very Beggar; as he 
frequently aſſures thoſe who apply 
to him, and with that Secrecy he 
conveys his Favours, that, except 


< 21 } 
himſelf, I never heard them men- 
tioned- by any Mortal. 'So boundleſs: 

a Generofity in one, who, tho' hie is 
a Batchelor, has a numerous Offspring 
to provide for, certainly merits the 

n Encomiums. 


Audi now, 1 bope, N can 
deny that the M----r promotes his 
own Family merely in Regard to the 
Honour of the Nation, and not re . 
55 Partiality to them. ub dot 


The Dif iteretedgals of Cardinal 
Fleury is ſo frequently brought in, 
and placed by way of Contraſt, to 
the Character of our Mr, that 1 
can't avoid obſerving, that the Cir- 
cumſtances of theſe Great Men are 
ſo widely different, that they cannot, 
without manifeſt Injuſtice, attempt 
making any Compariſon between 
them. The Cardinal is, by his ſa- 
cred Function , enjoined Celibacy and 
Coy"; 5 be has neither Wife, nor 
_ Miſtreſs, 


— — 
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Miſtreſs, nor Children, legitimate 


nor illegitimate, except the People, 


for whom, it muſt be owned,, he 


ſhews a true paternal Care: Why 


then ſhould it be accounted a Virtue 


in him not to endeavour to raiſe a 


Fortune on their Ruin? He regards 


the whole French Nation as his Sons; 
it is no wonder, therefore, if he is 
careful of the Happineſs of every 
Individual: But were he in a Situa- 


tion directly the Reverſe of this, per- 


haps he would purſue different Mea- 


ſures, as well as other People. 


And now, I hope, I have per- 
ſuaded every impartial and candid 


Reader, that our Great Man has diſ- 
charg'd the Truſt ,tepoſed in him 


with ABILIT YT. and INTEGRITY, 
heing truly attentive to the Intereſt 


% Great Britain, inſomuch that there 


o 


is no further, Room leſt 2 Clamour; 
and ] ſincerely hope, that all thoſe 

who dare preſume to find Fault with 
RE apt 


1 
his Conduct, will be looked upon, 
by their ene, as "op — 


At my firſt ſetting out, Fans 
oned Xa unbounded F aden of the 
Preſs ; we may now juſtly ſay with 
a Joker of old, that our PR Ess Es are 
greatly OPPRESSED. 1 will give 
my Readers a late Inſtance of the full 
Uſe of that Liberty. A few Days | 
ago a Satire was publiſhed under 
the Title of Ax Ex dd RSORY VIEW 
OF THE PRESENT STATE, OF 
MEN AND THINGS. This is the 
firſt (wrote with the true Spirit of 
Contention) that has ventured forth 
ſince that moſt audacious Satire call'd . 


MANNERS. Obſerve the be: EGO: 
| of the Motto J: e 


Tol venal Harn! the el Head di an, 4 
Zet hold in Senates high, an awful Place! 
And when the Force of Reaſon would prevail, 
Throw lein dead ee to Cong menen Seal 


This 


( 24 ) 
This is no lob than a direct Innu- 
endo, that the whole Body of the 


R R B---- were unworthy of 
their Seats in P----- 


The Author next proceeds to aſſure 
us, that none but undone Scoundrils 
have Penſions, &c. See the following 
Cn. 


Bleſt be the Man whoſe iudependent Mind 
No Ties, but thoſe of ſacred Honour bind; 

Whoſe ample Fortune ev'ry Good ſupplies, 

Sought by the Juſt, the temperately Wile : 

_ Economy, his Freedom's beſt ſupport, 

Sets him above Temptation from a Court ; 
No Bribe he takes, that Freedom to controul ; 
No Penſion to enflave his nobler Soul: 

He ſcorns to fill a Stateſman's ſervile Train, 
And looks on high-plac'd Guilt with juſt Diſdain. 
Unlike Favonivs, who, with ev'ry Vice, 

Ruin'd a Princely Fortune ina Trice ; 

His Indigenee ſoon taught him to repair 
To Ct, for Bankrupt Peers take Shelter there; 
He bows to - whiſpers to his Grace, 

Then humbly begs a Penſion, or a Place. 


The 


(25) 
The Penſion's your” 85 my Lord=but mind this 
note! r 
Tis but a ſhort Direction how to vote 
Hard Terms! but Luxury muſt be ſupply'd = 
He ſells his Country, to ſupport his Pride. 


\ 1.4 


A Perfon of leſs Lenity hui the 
Mr, would a . ſend his 
Harpies to devour u Author, 
Printer, Publiſher, Se. I dare ſay, 
an ab Attorney, or Solicitor Gene- 
ral, would, with very little Piffi- 
culty, explain many Paſſages of this 
Poem into a Libel, and that a PRO- 
PE R Jury n fvinge the Offender. 


Having now finiſhed what 1 at firſt 
propoſed, [ſhall conclude with entreat- 
1ng the Pardon of the Mr, to whom 
F molt Humbly dedicate this ſmall 
Proof of my Reſpect to him, and his 
Family, for an Attempt ſo far be- 
yohd my Strength; it is the Hiſto- 
rin alone can do Juſtice to his Me- 
rits ; In lo great is bis Modeſty, 
D that 


TS} 
that Iknow he will be apt rather to 


condemn me for having faid too much, 
than too little, on the Subject; tho? 


I dare venture to affirm, that all the 


Kingdom, except ſome few of whom 


Icontemn, will univerſally agree, that 


much more might have been added, 


with Truth, and without the leaſt 


Suſpicion of F lattery. 


I have Reaſon to hope ſome Part 


of what I have written, will not be 
altogether diſagreable to him, ſince 
I have taken the Liberty to borrow | 


many of his own Sentiments, ſuch I 


mean, as he has been pleaſed to de- 


liver to the World. 


And J hope this Pe Sketch will 


| be a Means of engaging ſome maſ⸗ 


terly Hand to finiſh this rough 


Draught, and give it proper and 


lively Colouring, Then ſhall the 


M- -r 18 like himſelf, and I am con- 


fident 


(27) 
dent, that no Age, no Country, no 
State, ever yet produced his Equal. 


Let me once more aſſure the Pub- 
lick, that I have no mercenary Ends 
to ſerve by writing - I am the more 
earneſt to perſuade them to believe 
this, becauſe it is what is ſo fre- 
quently objected to thoſe who have 

the Honour of endeavouring to do 
Juſtice to our illuſtrious M---r. His 
Actions are the beſt Prqof of his 
Worth; and I am overpayed for this 
| honeſt Labour, by the Satisfaction I 

feelin doing it. FFF 
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